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pal, if not the only factor, in this chronic poisoning. 

E. P. H. 

Intracranial Complications of Otitis Media 
Purulenta. —Dr. J. G. Risler, of Stockholm, has made 
a study of this subject. The important symptoms are : 
headache, which may be diffuse, localized, continuous, or 
intermittent, often with the character of a neuralgia, 
with a feeling of weight and disagreeableness. As a 
rule, no connection between the headache and the local¬ 
ization of the affected focus can be demonstrated. Ver¬ 
tigo is often present, likewise vomiting. Changes in the 
optic disc and retina may also be observed. It may vary 
between a venous hyperemia and a distinct choked disc ; 
fever,with disturbance of the general health.The strength 
and nutrition decrease out of all proportion to the dis¬ 
turbance of sleep and nutrition. A sort of atony seems 
to prevail through the patient’s functions. Slow and 
sluggish cerebration, the answers to questions are given 
properly, but they require a longer time than normal. 
Sensitiveness to percussion around the ear is the least 
reliable sign of all; neuralgia of the trigeminus. The 
most important symptom is that the pus forces a way out 
of the cranial cavity from a purulent pachymeningitis. 
For example, in one case the auditory canal was found 
filled with pus a few minutes after careful cleansing. In 
other cases the pus broke its way through the side walls 
of the skull with oedema or an abscess in the 
vicinity of the ear. If in a case of otitis media, 
high fever, headache of great intensity, great severe 
vomiting and delirium suddenly appear which rapidly 
pass over into coma, and it is highly probable that the 
inflammation has extended to the encephalic mem¬ 
branes. Rigors and irregular fever with great variations 
of fever denote sinus thrombosis. Later signs of meta¬ 
static abscesses appear in various organs. A continu¬ 
ous and dry cough is characteristic of the lungs being 
attacked. In some cases where the thrombosis extends 
down into the internal and common jugular vein, the 
vein filled with thrombic masses may be palpated; in 
others, there is sensitiveness to pressure in retromaxil¬ 
lary fossa and the inner border of the sternocleidomas¬ 
toid muscle, oedema of the soft parts of the neck, and 
distension of the external jugular. In some there is 
hoarseness and dysphagia. A benign thrombus filling 
the transverse sinus, as a rule, cannot be diagnosticated. 
If it extend through the vena emissaria santorini and its 
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anastomoses, it forms induration in the connective tis¬ 
sue of the back of the neck resembling a phlegmasia 
alba dolens. Thrombosis of the longitudinal sinus pro¬ 
duces symptoms resembling those of meningitis; delir¬ 
ium passing into stupor, hemispasm followed by paresis, 
epileptiform attacks, etc. Thrombosis of the petrous 
extending to the cavernous sinus and the veins 
of the fundus of the orbit produce : disturbances of the 
senses, exophthalmos, venous hyperemia and oedema of 
the eyelid and the neighboring portions of the face. 
The stages of cerebral abscess are two : the latent with 
disturbances of mind, headache, vomiting, vertigo, which 
may persist for a longer or shorter time, but with char¬ 
acteristic free intervals, and the second stage, the mani¬ 
fest period, the transition occuring from a blow, a fall or 
an exacerabation of the ear disease. The pulse is 
reduced in frequence, to forty or under, a progressive 
hemiplegia of the side opposite to the affected ear sets 
in with disturbances of speech. A reliable diagnostic 
symptom of cerebellar abscess is not known. It is a great 
rarity in children. In obscure cases of cerebral disease, 
trial trepanation is not only permissible but indicated.— 
Hygiea, Nos. 5 and 6, 1893. F. H. P. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

Criminal Anthropology .—(. Edinburgh Med. Jour ., 
February, 1894). Sir Frederic Bateman, M.D., LL. D., 
F.R.C.P., endeavors to show upon what a slender basis 
of facts this new science exists. He says that to say the 
least, if not true, it is a very dangerous doctrine ; and, as 
society is at present constituted, it cannot afford to have 
a class of criminal automata, and to have every rascal 
pleading guilty grey matter in extenuation of some 
crime. He considers the subject especially important at 
the present time, when attention is so widely directed to 
the mysterious connection between matter and mind. 
Unhappily, instead of solving the question, he believes 
the study of criminal anthropology tends to shroud it as 
a still deeper mystery and shows that the vis vivida 
animi justifies the eloquent language of a recent writer 
when he says, “ Mind is, indeed, an enigma, the solution 
of which is apparently beyond the reach of this very 
mind—itself the problem, the demonstrator, the demon¬ 
stration, and the demonstrand.” A. F. 

On the Nature of Dreams .—Samuel Wilks, M.D., 



